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4 Gun Safety Tips 


Gun safety should be the first rule of every hunter, so 
brush up before hitting the woods. 


5 2011 Deer Hunting Forecast 


Deer are not evenly distributed across the state. There 
are considerable differences in habitat and deer numbers 
across Michigan’s three regions - the Upper Peninsula 
(UP), northern Lower Peninsula (NLP), and southern 
Lower Peninsula (SLP). Get the latest on what to expect 
in your region. 


6 Tree Stand Safety 


As the use of tree stands increases, so has the num- 
ber of hunters injuring themselves through there use. 
Deer hunting has become one of the safest sports you 
can engage in. With some common sense precautions it 
can become even safer. 


9 GPS for Hunters 


GPS navigation can be the difference between suc- 
cessful hunting and wandering aimlessly around in the 
woods. 


11 Know the Rules 


Firearm, Crossbow and Bow and Arrow Rules & Regu- 
lations for the 2011 Hunting Season. 


13 Whitetail Breeding Cycle 


Long before breeding begins for whitetail deer, the 
bucks are involved in behavior patterns that serve as a 
preparation for the fall breeding rituals. 
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14-15 — Great Venison Recipes 


6 great recipes for the hunter’s table! 
Learn what situations affect deer movement, and how to take 
advantage of them. 


19 Feld Dressing 


A job that should be kept simple and clean if done properly. 
Just make sure you’re properly equipped. 


23 HUNTING STORY: 
One Hunter’s Opening Day 


In Michigan, baiting and feeding is allowable except in Deer 
Management Unit 487, the six-county bovine tuberculosis zone 
in northeastern Lower Michigan (Alcona, Alpena, losco, Mont- 


morency, Oscoda and Presque Isle counties). These are the 
rules for baiting and feeding. 


26 FEATURED PROPERTY: 
Hunt, Snowmobile, ATV, Ski, Bike 
& Walk from this great property. 
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"GJ" tre Aperture Sights For: 


AK47 & AK74 » RUGER®10/22 + Marlin® 60 & 795 
Mossberg 702 * SKS = CZ 452 


- “GI” Aperture & Post Sight Picture 
- 8” -10” Longer Sighting Radius 
- Faster Target Acquisition 


- No Drilling or Tapping 
- All Metal Construction 
- Click Adjustable 

- Receiver Mounted 
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Precision Shooting Accessories 
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BUD'S 2 


Cabins and Motel 


North Branch of the Ausable River 
8378 Twin Bridge Rd. 
Lovells, MI. 49738 


PH: 989-348-8400 
Cell: 989-858-6421 


www. budscabins.com 
Robert & Connie King 


ity Norther Michigan 
Real Estate Brokers LLC 


Carlos Jean-Francois 
Broker/Owner 


9855 S OAK ROAD , GRAYLING 
Clean 2 bedroom on 1 acre. MLS 
275367. $22,500 


5027 N BLAISDALE , MERRITT 

7.5 acre nicely wooded parcel. Two 
bedroom home needs new floor cover- 
ings but can easily be completed and 
ready to move in. Multiple storage 
sheds. MLS 275101. $39,900 


0 W MAPLEHURST DRIVE , ROSCOMMON 
20 acres of 100% wooded acreage with 
mixture of pines and hardwoods, all high 
ground. Located on a paved, county main- 
tained road. MLS 274803. $114,000 


6619 N M-18 , ROSCOMMON 

1500 sqft ranch, shell only, great view 
surrounding this home, 10 acres of 
land adjacent to 40 acres privately 
owned, sellers finance available. 
MLS 275270. $74,000 

2341 GILLIS, ST. HELEN 

Cute 2 bd cottage with many outbuild- 
ings in recreational area. MLS 
21102963. $29,900 


9013 N. Cut Rd, Roscommon 
989-821-1445 


Laurie Jamison 
Broker/Owner 


3916 MERRIE LANE , GRAYLING 

Cute 2 bedroom cottage on nicely 
wooded parcel just a short jump off 
Wakely Bridge Rd. Open floor plan. 
MLS 274807. $22,900 


305 S. STEPHAN BRIDGE RD, GRAYLING 
Two bedroom frame home on large 
double lot , detached 2 car garage, 
24x24 building could be used for car- 
port or other storage, and a 2 bed mo- 
bile home. All situated on a county 
maintained paved road.. MLS 
275422. $54,900 

162 W. NORTH DOWN RIVER RD, GRAYLING 
3 bedroom mfg home with large pole barn 
to store all the toys. MLS 21102872. 
$32,500 

112 AUSABLE RIVER TRAIL, ROSCOMMON 
Recently remodeled 2 bedroom home is 
ready for occupancy. Priced to sell. MLS 
21102970. $39,900 

320 N BELGRADE, HIGGINS LAKE 
Totally remodeled 2120 sq ft home close 
to the lake and State Land. 4 bds, all ap- 
pliances included. MLS275169.. $79,000 


www.northernmibrokers.com 
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SAFETY FIRST 


Important Tips 
for Gun Safety 


Gun safety should be the first rule of every 
hunter, says a veteran sportsman. 

“If you treat every weapon as if it were loaded 
and respect the power of every loaded weapon, 
you'll have a much safer experience,” said Dave Ja- 
worski. Jaworski is a lifelong deer and small game 
hunter and is also a retired firearms expert from the 
U.S. Navy. 

“| used to tell our young sailors the same thing | 
tell kids in hunter’s safety class, you have to respect 
the capabilities of the weapon,” Jaworski said. 

Here are the National Rifle Association’s basic 
rules for firearms safety: 


1. Always keep the gun pointed in a safe 
direction. 

2. Always keep your finger off the trigger 
until you are ready to shoot. 

3. Always keep the gun unloaded until ready 
to use. 

4. Know your target — and what is beyond the 
target. 

5. Know how to use the gun safely. 

6. Use only the correct ammunition for your 
gun. 

7. Wear eye and ear protection as appropriate. 

8. Never use alcohol or over-the-counter, 
prescription or other drugs before or while 
shooting. 

9. Store guns in a safe, secure place. 

10. Make sure your gun is prop- 

erly cleaned Rig 

after use. _ 
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2011 Michigan 
Deer Hunting Prospects 


THE STATEWIDE FORECAST 


By Brent Rudolph, Deer and Elk Program Leader 


STATEWIDE 


Over the last few years, around 700,000 
individuals have purchased a license to 
hunt deer in Michigan. These hunters ul- 
timately spend more than 9.6 million days 
afield and take more than 400,000 deer. 
Over 300,000 hunters participate in 
Michigan's archery season, about 600,000 
hunt with a firearm and 200,000 with a 
muzzleloader. While the number of 
firearm season hunters often rises and 
falls as the traditional November 15th 
opening day rotates through days of the 
week, expanded youth hunting programs 
and crossbow hunting opportunities have 
increased participation among other seg- 
ments of the hunting population. Al- 
though surveys show that the leading 
reasons many participate in deer hunting 
is simply the opportunity to spend time 
outdoors with friends and family, many 
hunters prepare each season to give them- 


selves the best chance to see and take deer. 


Deer are not evenly distributed across 
the state. There are considerable differ- 
ences in habitat and deer numbers across 
Michigan's three regions - the Upper 
Peninsula (UP), northern Lower Penin- 
sula (NLP), and southern Lower Penin- 
sula (SLP). In addition to this regional 
variability, every year hunters only a few 
miles apart have very different experi- 
ences observing and harvesting deer. 

Across the state, reports on the soft 
mast crop are generally positive, with par- 
ticularly good production of apples. The 
hard mast crop has shown low production 
overall, though some scattered areas have 
noted fair amounts of acorns and beech- 
nuts. Maps and computer-based tools are 
increasingly available to narrow in on the 
best locations to focus scouting efforts, in- 
cluding the Mi- HUNT interactive web 
application available at 
www.michigan.gov/mihunt. While these 
and other resources are a great benefit for 


LASHUAY’S CUSTOM MEAT 


Bra beLenNSEINES) AND SAUSAGES 


‘TINK SAUSAGES SMOKED BACON SLAB 


Specializing in wild game processing and custom butchering of hogs. 
Have us make you some jerky, sausage sticks, or summer sausage from your venison or elk! 


1-231-238-4142 972 ouNW Ad. (rum at Post otice), AFTON 
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hunters, there is no substitute for person- 
ally scouting areas in advance of a hunting 
trip. 

Part of hunting preparations each year 
includes becoming familiar with the most 
recent regulations. The deer website of the 
Michigan Department of Natural Re- 
sources (DNR) and a new collaborative 
website with the Department of Fisheries 
and Wildlife at Michigan State University 
provide highlights of regulations changes, 
information about deer management, and 
links to additional resources, such as a list 
of deer check stations. These sites are lo- 
cated at www.michigan.gov/deer and 
http://deer.fw.msu.edu. Please refer to the 
2011 Hunting and Trapping Digest and 
Antlerless Digest, available at DNR Oper- 
ations Service Centers, license vendors, or 
available in electronic formats through 
links at these sites, for a map of all Deer 
Management Units and other regulations 


see FORECAST page 29 


CARQUEST 
| 


AUTO PARTS STORES 


BOLOGNA 


Cheboygan 
122 South Main 


231-627-5691 


Cheboygan, MI 49721 


Indian River 
M-68 East 
Indian River, MI 49749 
231-238-9369 


Onaway 
21621 M-68 Hwy. 
Onaway, MI 49765 
231-733-4689 
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Tree Stand Safety 


By Mike Guerin 


During Bow Season al- 
most all of the deer hunters 
are hunting from the tree 
stands. Hunting from above 
gives you several advantages, 
such as remaining above a 
deer's field of view, keeping 
your scent above the deer’s 
nose, as well as often in- 
creasing our visibility of the 
woods. Unfortunately, as the 
use of tree stands increases, 
so has the number of 
hunters injuring themselves 
through there use. Deer 


Bailer's Sausage 


Mark and Brenda 
Farm Kill and Processing 


hunting has become one of 
the safest sports you can en- 
gage in. With some com- 
mon sense precautions it can 
become even safer. 

‘Tree stands can be used 
safely. I have used many 
types of stands, often in con- 
junction with climbing 
spurs. I have used both lad- 
der-type stands climbing 
stands, lock-on-stands as 
well as boards nailed to a 
tree as deer stands. I've been 
using tree stands for deer 
hunting ever since I started 
hunting and I've never been 


1-989-742-2061 
23940 Koenig Rd. 
Hillman, Mi 49746 


Specialty Meats & Retail Meats 
Ham, Bacon, Sausage, Jerky, Salami, Venison Ham, Bologna 


If you need your vehicle repaired 
while travelling up north, 
contact our experienced staff. 


Our name says it all... 


AFFORDABLE 


Family owned and operated by people you can trust! 
936 N OTSEGO LAKE DR, GAYLORD, MI 49735 


(989) 731-3541 


injured. 

I won't use a stand if it 
seems unsafe to me, because 
where I hunt, I am usually 
hunting by myself well away 
from home. If I were to be 
injured and couldn't notify 
anyone it would be many 
hours before I could expect 
anyone to start searching for 
me. Risk is not a something 
that should be taken lightly. 
Every time you climb into a 
stand you are taking some 
risk. It only takes a second to 
kill yourself. 

It might help you to 


cRestaurant 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


know some of the common 
ways people are injured 
using tree stands. Falling 
asleep, slipping when climb- 
ing in or out of the stand 
and having components 
break are the most common 
ways that hunters are in- 
jured. There is a common 
cure for all of these possibil- 
ities. A safety harness. But 
having a safety harness will 
not help you unless you wear 
it. It is not good enough to 
put the harness in use after 


continued on next pg. 


s 


Breakfast and Lunch 
Friday Fish Fry 


833 West Main Street 


Gaylord, Mi 49735 


aes 800-684-2233 


www.alpinelodgegaylord.com 


Redeem this ad for 
20% DISCOUNT off standard rates. 


Must be presented at check-in. 
No other discounts apply. Offer expires 12/15/11. 


* Reservations made via website do not qualify for this discount. 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


you have settled into your 
stand. Remember climbing 
into or out of your stand is 
when you are most likely 
to be hurt. Ideally you 
should be tied off and se- 
cured as you climb, when 
getting in or out of your 
stand as well as when you 
are waiting on the big 
buck. The hassle this 
causes is small when you 
really look at it. It is more 
of a mental hassle than 
anything else. The delay is 
usually not more than a 
minute. That’s a small 
price to pay to ensure that 
you will go home at the 
end of the hunt. 

Without a doubt using 
a safety harness is the sin- 
gle most important step 
you can take to ensure 
your safety. Even with a 


= 


FINE 


safety harness it is possible 
that you could be injured 
in a fall. But the damage 
will usually not be life 
threatening and will usu- 
ally not even put an end to 
the hunt. Bruises can be 
avoided when using a 
safety harness bruises by 
attaching the tether up the 
tree so that it is almost 
tight when you sit down. 
This shortens your fall 
should you or the stand 
slip. 

We would like to 
avoid any injury so here 
are a few steps to think 
about in relation to your 
stands that could mini- 
mize the chance of injury. 
‘Tree steps or tie on lad- 
ders are one of my fa- 


see Tree Stand Safety page 10 
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AMMO IN STOCK! 
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GPS For Hunters 


GPS navigation can be the differ- 
ence between successful hunting and 
wandering aimlessly around in the 
woods. Mark the location of your deer 
blind, or find your way back to that 
great duck-hunting spot. 


GPS AS A PLANNING AND 
ANALYSIS TOOL 


Use your GPS with topographical 
maps to make your scouting time 
more efficient. If you look on a map 
and notice possible deer funnel areas 
where ridges come together or a creek 
or river abuts a bluff you can mark the 
latitude and longitude as a waypoint 
and so you can find the spot quickly. 

You may have a difficult time re- 
membering all the places 
where you find buck 


Treat you & your loved one 


scrapes, feeds, and beds. Bui 
database with a GPS receiver 
making a waypoint for each, 
and naming them with a code 
you can understand (i.e. "S" 
for scrapes, "R" for rubs, "T" 
for tracks or "S" for sightings, 
etc). When you get home, 
record this information in a 
hunter's log or a computer 
program. As you study the 
data you'll begin to notice 
patterns that will tell you 
where and when you need to 
be for a successful hunt. For 
example, when you hunt for 
deer you can use your GPS 
receiver to mark the spot 
where you discover deer 


see GPS for Hunters page 21 


to an unforgettable evening 


Meals range from $5 - $23 


Full Service Lounge 


HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 36PM 


Winter Hours: 


Mon-Thur 1lam-9pm, Fri & Sat 11am-10pm, Sun 12-9pm 


Let us create a unique 
experience for you! 


Lae 


pITCHER 
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TREE STAND SAFETY 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 


vorite methods of gaining 
elevation in a tree. I also 
use large nails as steps. I 
am partial to nails be- 
cause they are the cheaper 
then the tie on ladders. 
Others prefer climbing 
stands but they limit you 
to certain trees. When 
using nails it is important 
to test the nail to be sure 
that it is still securely in 
place. I have not seen this 
but my cousin said they 
have some trees where the 
nails can be easily pulled 
out by hand due to the 
tree growing. My experi- 
ence is that once in place 
the tree grows tightly 


around the nail. But nails 
can provide entry for bac- 
teria and fungus into the 
tree. So I always check to 
make sure the nail is se- 
cure. When using nails it 
is important to use nails 
that are long enough and 
sturdy enough to support 
your weight. Most in- 
juries occur when the nail 
bends, causing a slip! 
Here is a tip for installing 
these big nails. Bring a 
portable drill so you can 
make pilot holes for the 
nail. These big nails are 
hard to drive due to their 
size, so having a pilot hole 
really helps to get the nail 


Happy idunting! 


BUTTERBURGERS 
FROZEN CUSTARD 


Q surtersurcers 
FROZEN CUSTARD 


oe Delicic, 


BUTTERBURGERS & 
FROZEN CUSTARD 


BUTTERBURGERS 
FROZEN CUSTARD 


log e Delicioy 
BUY 1GET1 


FREE 


Double ButterBurger 
Cheese Sandwich 


1397 W. Main 
Gaylord, Michigan 


(Located in front of Big Lots) 


started. 

Tie on ladder sticks 
should always be checked 
to make sure that they are 
still secured to the tree. 
Examine straps etc. to 
make sure that they have 
not become damaged or 
weakened. 

Examine closely all 
parts of your stand for pos- 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


sible problems. Look for 
rust. Any parts that are 
rusted are now weaker 
than original non-rusted 
strength. Check all stand 
parts of for cuts, nicks, or 
cracks. Make sure all nuts 
are not loose. Make sure all 
crimps on all wires are not 
damaged or rusted. 


ELLSWORTH MARKET 


Have Your Deer or other Wild Game Processed at Ellsworth Market 
(We also process non-wild meats like Pork) 
(Animals must be hided or skinned before bringing them into our store) 


We can process your venison or other meats into: 
Steaks - Ground + Smoked Meats Bratwurst + Ring Bologna 
Summer Sausage - Kielbasa: Breakfast Sausage 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
Fall Hours: Monday - Thursday: 8am - 8pm, Friday & Saturday: 8am - 9pm 


6508 Center Street * Downtown Ellsworth, MI 49729 » 231-588-2504 


Glen eo ~ 
Giehs 


Earn Yes Points Just for Shopping... 


® Sign up for a yes Rewards card 
® Earn valuable points on weekly purchases 
@ Exchange points for free grocery items or 
reduced prices on select items 
@ Receive email with exclusive offers and free grocery items 


= Glen’s Fuel Rewards... 


Receive at least 5 cents off each gallon of gas up to 
20 gallons when you spend $50 or more in qualifying purchases 
with yes Rewards at Glen’s location. 


> 


Grill& Chill, 


Featuring: 

+ Dairy Queen Cakes 

+ DQ Treats 

* Hot Dogs 

+ Chicken Strips or Sandwiches 
+ Burgers 

* Gift Cards 


Featuring: 

* DRINKS...amazing coffees 
from around the world. 

+ Pastries and Sandwiches 

+ Bistro Boxes 

+ Chipotle Chicken Wings 


829 W. Main St., Gaylord ¢ 989-731-3222 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 
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Firearm, Crossbow and Bow and 


Arrow Rules & Regulations 


Centerfire or rimfire rifles may be used 
Dec. 1-Nov.9 in the Shotgun Zone during the 
open season for all species except no rifles may 
be used for deer, turkeys and migratory game 
birds. See Nighttime Raccoon and Predator 
Hunting restrictions. 

The rules listed below may not apply to 
those having a concealed pistol license or those 
specifically exempt by law from a concealed 
pistol license and who carry their handgun in 
accordance with their license or exemption. 


Shell Capacity for Shotguns and 
Centerfire Rifles 


It is unlawful to hunt with a semi-auto- 
matic shotgun or semi-automatic rifle that can 
hold more than six shells in the barrel and 
magazine combined unless it is a .22 caliber 
rimfire. Fully automatic firearms are illegal. All 
shotguns used for migratory game birds (in- 
cluding woodcock) must be plugged so the 
total capacity of the shotgun does not exceed 
three shells. 


Crossbows 


Any licensed hunter who is 10 years old or 
older and has obtained a free crossbow stamp 
can hunt with a crossbow during any season in 
which a firearm is allowed, for both big and 
small game, except hunters in the Upper 
Peninsula may not use a crossbow or a modi- 
fied bow during the Dec. 1 - Jan. 1 late archery 
deer season and Dec. 2-11 muzzleloader deer 
season, unless the hunter is disabled and has a 
crossbow permit or special permit to take game 
with a modified bow. 

Any licensed hunter 10 years old or older 
may use a crossbow throughout the archery 
deer season in the Lower Peninsula (Oct. 1 - 
Nov. 14 and Dec. 1 - Jan. 1) and during the 
early archery deer season in the Upper Penin- 
sula (Oct. 1 - Nov. 14). Crossbow use is not al- 
lowed in the Red Oak Unit during the 
archery-only bear season (Oct. 7-13). 

The DNR may issue a crossbow permit or 


a special permit to take game with a 
modified bow to a person with a valid 
hunting license to take a deer during an 
open deer season, if the person is certi- 
fied as having permanent or temporary 
disability, as defined in Wildlife Con- 
servation Order 5.95, which renders a 
person unable to use conventional 
archery equipment. Hunters may use a 


VAMAHA 


modified bow where crossbows are legal. 
A modified bow is a bow, other than a 
crossbow, that has been physically al- 
tered so that it may be held, aimed and 
shot with one arm. 

When hunting deer, bear, elk and 


turkey, crossbow hunters must use only 


see KNOW THE RULES page 28 


SALES EVENT 


5 tg 


APR FOR 36 MONTHS 


FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS" 


3.99” +5500 


CUSTOMER CASH 


ON SELECT MODELS” 


T&R YAMAHA 


215 MAIN ST. * EAST JORDAN ° 231-536-7462 
NORTHERN MICHIGAN’S ONLY 5 STAR CERTIFIED DEALER 


Sales and service for 
Snowmobile and ATV’S 


@ YAMAHA 


“Finance offer subject to credit approval, applies to purchases of new Yamalia ATVS made on a Yamaha Installment Financing loan account from 10/1/11-12/31/11. Minimum contract length is 24 months and maximum length 
is 36 months. Minimum amount financed is $5,000, Fixed! APR of 3.99% or 12.99% will be assigned based on credit approval criteria Monthly payments per $1,000 financed based on 36 month term are $29.52 at 3.99% 
and $33 69 at 12.99%. “Customer Cash offer good on select 2010 fand prior year] mocels between 10/1/11-12/31/11. Offer good only in the U.S., excluding the state of Hawaii. ATVs with engine sizes over 90co, 


are recommenced for use only t 
at 1-800-887-2887. ATVs can be hazarcous to operate. For your safety Always a 
Hever engage in stunt riding, riding and alcohaVdrugs don't mix avoid excessive spe 


lers age | 6years and older Yemaha recommends that all ATV riders take én approved training course, For safety and training informat on, see your dealer or call the ATY Safety Institute 
i Irfaces. Never ride on public roads. Always wear 2 helmet, eye protection and protective clothing; never carry passengers; 
\d be particularly careful on difficult terran. ©2011 Yamaha Motor Corp. USA. AlLrights reserved. ¢ yamaha-motor.com 
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Keith Diessel Reaity 


“REAL ESTATE SINCE 1938” 


REDUCED AGAIN!! Sweet Otsego Lake 
Getaway. Cozy 2 Bed, 1 Bath Chalet with Big 
Garage for All the Toys and Unfinished 
Bonus Room Above. Public Access to Lake 
Just a Hop, Skip and Jump Away. $43,000. 
MLS#272243 


A VIEW TO LIVE FOR! User Friendly 3 Bed, 
2 Bath, Prow Front Chalet with Gorgeous Views 
of Northern Mich.A Square Fenced In 10 Acres 
Great for Horses or Other Critters. Barn with 
Water-Electric and Greenhouse Too. Gaylord to 
Mackinac Trail 1/2 mile away. Pellet Stove Easily 
Warms Entire Home. Paved Road Access. Close 
to Gaylord. $139,500. MLS#271297 


80 ACRES of Northern Michigan 
Wilderness with Gentle Roll and Good Mix 
of Hardwoods. 36 x 100 Stick Built Building 
on Site Too Complete with Concrete Floor 
and Electricity. Great Hunting Property 
with Blinds, Trails and Lots of Wildlife. 
Property can also be purchased with a 
home and additional 30 acres for $509,000 
(MLS 275254) $230,000. MLS#275374 


80 ACRES OF FUN. 5 Bed, 3 1/2 Bath, Full Log 
Home w/Stone Accents. Full Finished Walkout 
Basement, Fireplace, Pellet Stove, Wood-Tile- 
Carpeted Floors. Main Floor Master Suite, Main 
Floor Laundry,Att. 2 1/2 Car Garage plus 30x50 
Pole Bldg. Front Half Mostly Open. Back Half 
Mostly Woods. Lots of Deer, Elk & other 
Critters. Bradley Creek Flows Thru Too. At end 
the of a County Maintained Dead End Road. 
Home Warranty. $299,000. MLS#274656 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


www.NorthernRealEstate.com 


2) 1738 S. Otsego Ave., PO. Box 641 


YOU CAN’T TELL A BOOK BY ITS 
COVER. Remodeled 3 Bed, 1 Bath Ranch 
South of Wolverine. New Kitchen Cabinets, 
New Laminate Flooring, New Light 
Fixtures, New Furnace, New Hot Water 
Heater. State Land with Sturgeon River and 
Trail Right Across the Road. Land Contract 
Terms Available. $59,500. MLS#272262 


Log Cabin on the Lake. Charming Inside 
and Out with nearly 100 Feet of Frontage 
on Arrowhead Lake. Turn Key and 
Completely Furnished. $59,500. 
MLS#274224 


$10,000 PRICE DROP! Even More Affordable All Sport Lake Front Cabin with Storage Plus. 
Quaint 2 Bed, 1 Bath Cottage with Tongue & Groove Knotty Pine Interior, Wood Burning Insert 
and Central Air to Keep You Comfortable All Year Long. 48 Feet of Frontage on Snyder Lake for 
Swimming, Boating, Fishing. 2 Garages with a Workshop for Toys. Paved Drive and Whole 


ant Office: 989-732-1707 Toll Free: 800-828-9372 


Gaylord, MI 49735 


GREAT TRAIL GETAWAY. 3 Bed, 1 Bath 
Cabin with 50 Feet of Ausable River 
Frontage. Surprisingly Roomy with No 
Wasted Space. Can Easily Sleep 6 or More 
for those Weekend or Week Long Getaways. 
Completely Furnished. Snowmobile Trail 
Right Out Front Door. $59,500. 
MLS#274227 


indent = 
HORSE LOVER DELIGHT! Newer 3 
Bed, 2 Bath Home. Plus 60x120 Indoor 
Horse Arena with Heated Tack Room, 
Observation Room, Wash Rack and 
Bathroom. 7 Stalls with Room to Add More. 
60 Foot Round Riding Pen, Individual 
Turnouts with Run Ins. Pasture Land and 
Additional Pole Bldg for Storage or Toys. 


House Generator. $162,900. MLS#268065 


NORTHERN MICHIGAN RETREAT. 3 Bd, 
2 Bth Home on 10 Wooded Acres & Deeded 
Access to West Lake. Hardwood & Tile Floors. 
Economical Pellet Stove Heat. Whole House 
Generator. Workshop. 2 1/2 Car Attached 
Garage plus 32X40 & 20X26 Pole Bldg for Toys. 
13Ft Doors. Wired for Motorhome. Private West 
Lake Provides Fishing & Sandy Beach. 
$239,900. MLS#272895 


SPARKLING 3 Bed, 2 Bath Country Ranch on 
110 Acres. Spotless Country Kitchen, Hickory 
Cabinets, Center Island, 6 Panel Oak Doors, 
Vaulted Ceiling & Vermont Castings Wood 
Stove. Recently Completed Full Finished 
Basement. 2 1/2 Car Garage, 60X40 Pole Bldg 
w/12Ft Walls plus 36x100 Garage on Back 40 
w/Cement Floor & Electric. All Surrounded by 
Rolling Acres of Maple, Beechwood & Birch. 
$509,000. MLS#275254 


$229,000. MLS#274926 


Teed Sew =. b Treks 
SPARKLING 3 BED, 2 BATH COUNTRY RANCH on 30 Acres. Spotless Country Kitchen, 
Hickory Cabinets, Center Island, 6 Panel Oak Doors, Marvin Windows, Vaulted Ceiling & 
Vermont Castings Wood Stove for Up North Feel. Recently Completed Full Finished Basement. 
2 1/2 Car Garage, 60 X 40 Pole Bldg w/ 12Ft Walls. All Surrounded by Rolling Acres of Maple, 
Beechwood and Birch. $279,000. MLS#275255 


a 
A SQUARE 160 ACRES with Trees, Hills, Trails, Water, Grazing Land, A Pole Building and a 
Gorgeous 2 Story Country Home. Need I Say More? Okay, How About 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 
Master Suite, Hardwood Floors, Fireplace, Woodburner, Zoned Radiant Heat,Full Walkout 
Basement, Huge Deck on One Side of Home, Covered Wrapped Around Deck on Two Other 
Sides, Huge Pole Bldg with 14 Foot Doors for RV Storage. $758,000. MLS#272584 


WELL MAINTAINED RENTALS + CALL 732-1707 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


The Fascinating Whitetall 


Breeding Cycle 


ong before breeding begins for whitetail deer, the 
L. are involved in behavior patterns that serve as 
a preparation for the fall breeding rituals. 

During the summer months, small groups of bucks 
will live together in places where there is open grassland or 
other convenient feeding spots close by. There will be as 
many as six bucks in a group, along with some does and 
fawns. 

At this stage, the bucks generally get along together, 
though the bigger ones are definitely the ones in charge. 
The dominant bucks are larger in size and have larger racks. 
The smaller deer in the group are generally docile around 
the larger ones and move out of their way. 

Even though the social order is still being established 
among the bucks in this summer 
stage, there are rarely any signifi- 
cant disputes between them be- 
cause their racks are not up to 
head-to-head battles. Not yet any- 
way. The antlers are "in velvet," 
meaning they are very sensitive at 
this point and can be injured in a 
fight. Bucks will often avoid heavily 
wooded areas during these months to protect their antlers. 

As fall approaches, the good feelings among the bucks 
gradually begin to dissipate. The animals become more and 
more antagonistic toward each other as the weeks go by. 
This is especially true in September and October as their 
antlers begin to harden. 

During this stage, known commonly as the prerut 
stage, the dominant bucks won't wander much. They'll stay 
close to home and let everybody know who the sheriff is. 

It is during this prerut stage that the bucks will begin 
to mark their territory, letting other deer know where they 
are staking their claim. The bucks use their antlers to knock 
bark off the trees. At this point, the rubs are fairly small (6 
to 8 inches) and cover less than half of the circumference 
of the tree; later in the process, the rubs will become much 
bigger. During these early rubs, the bucks will leave dis- 
tinctive scents behind. The bucks usually prefer to rub pine, 
cherry and cedar trees that they can find, probably because 


ary, 


Rutting activity usually be- 
gins in the middle of October | 
and can last well into Janu- 
depending | 
weather and the location. 
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they are attracted by the aroma \ 
of the tree. ¥ 
After the early rubs comes 
the sparring. The bucks are 
feeling their oats now and 
are willing to chal- 
lenge each other. 
A challenging 
buck will hold 
his head low 
and approach an- 
other buck, normally one 
similar in size. They put their 
heads together and begin 


on the 


pushing at each other. Sparring, 
which becomes more frequent and 
more intense as the weeks go by, 
helps to reinforce the social order. 
When the sparring starts to die 
down, the prerut stage is rapidly com- 
ing to a close. Now the rut stage be- 
gins. In this stage, does go into estrus, 
which typically lasts two or three days. 
While they are in estrus, they are open 
to courters among the bucks. A doe can 
go into estrus at different times, usually 
over the period of at least one month 
and up to three months. Rutting ac- 
tivity usually begins in the middle of 


see BREEDING CYCLE page 24 
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Vewisou 


"Tender chunks of venison 
are marinated twice, and 
wrapped in thick bacon 
before being grilled until 
crispy on the outside. A 
venison version of Filet 
Mignon. This is a heavenly 
use of the best part of a 
deer. For the BBQ sauce, | 
prefer hickory flavored." 


Prep Time: 25 Min 
Cook Time: 20 Min 


Ingredients list: 

2 pounds venison back- 
strap, cut into 2-inch 
chunks 

1 quart apple cider 

1 1/2 pounds thick sliced 
bacon 

2 (12 ounce) bottles barbe- 
cue sauce, your choice 


Veutsou 


"Grilled marinated 
venison skewered 
with vegetables 
with a kick." 

Prep Time: 30 Min 


Cook Time: 20 Min 
Yield 36 Skewers 


Grilled Venison Backstrap 


Instructions 
Place chunks of venison into a 
shallow baking dish, and pour 
enough apple cider in to cover 
them. Cover, and refrigerate for 2 
hours. Remove, and pat dry. Dis- 
card apple cider, and return venison 
to the dish. Pour barbeque sauce 
over the chunks, cover, and refriger- 
ate for 2 to 3 more hours. Preheat 
an outdoor grill for high heat. Char- 
coal is best, but if you must, use 
gas. Remove meat from the refriger- 
ator, and let stand for 30 minutes, 
or until no longer chilled. Wrap each 
chunk of venison in a slice of 
bacon, and secure with toothpicks. 

Brush the grill grate with olive oil 
when hot, and place venison pieces 
on the grill so they are not touching. 
The bacon will kick up some 
flames, so be ready. Grill, turning 
occasionally, until the bacon be- 
comes slightly burnt, 15 to 20 min- 
utes. The slower, the better. Dig in, 
and prepare to want more! 


"My husband and | came 
up with this while looking 
for new ways to cook veni- 
son. Everyone who has 
tried them has requested 
the recipe." 


Prep Time: 15 Min 
Cook Time: 20 Min 


Original Recipe Yield 
12 wraps 


Ingredients list: 

1/2 pound venison tender- 
loin 

3 tablespoons zesty Italian 
dressing 

12 slices bacon 

1/4 cup cream cheese 

12 slices pickled jalapeno 
peppers 

1/2 teaspoon seasoning 
salt to taste 


Venison Shish Kebabs 


Ingredients list: 
1/2 cup soy sauce 
1 tablespoon white sugar 
1 teaspoon ground ginger 
1 teaspoon dry mustard powder 
1 tablespoon garlic powder 
1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper 
1/2 cup vegetable oil 
5 pounds venison, cut into 
cubes 
36 wooden skewers, or as 
needed 
6 onions, cut into large chunks 
10 jalapeno chile peppers, 
stemmed and cut in half 
4 green bell peppers, cut into 
large chunks 


Instructions 

Whisk the soy sauce, sugar, gin- 
ger, mustard powder, garlic powder, 
and cayenne pepper in a large bowl 
until the sugar has dissolved. Whisk 
in the vegetable oil, then stir in the 
venison cubes until evenly covered 
in the marinade. Cover the bow! with 
plastic wrap, and marinate in the re- 
frigerator at least 4 hours. Place the 
wooden skewers into water to soak. 

Preheat an outdoor grill for 
medium heat, and lightly oil the 
grate. 

While the grill is heating, re- 

move the venison from the marinade, 
and squeeze off excess. Discard the 


Venison Wraps 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


Instructions 

Cut the venison tenderloin 
into 12 strips lengthwise. Toss 
with Italian dressing, and allow 
to marinate for 1 hour in the re- 
frigerator. 

Preheat a grill for medium 
heat. 

To assemble the venison 
wraps, lay a strip of venison on 
top of a strip of bacon. Place a 
teaspoon of cream cheese at 
one end, and top with a slice of 
jalapeno. Roll up and secure 
with a skewer. Repeat with re- 
maining ingredients. Season the 
wraps with desired amount of 
seasoning salt. 

Grill for 10 minutes, then turn 
over, and continue cooking until 
the bacon is crisp. 

Nutritional Information open 
nutritional information 

Amount Per Serving 
Calories: 306 | Total Fat: 22.3g | 
Cholesterol: 89mg 


remaining marinade. Thread the 
venison cubes onto the skewers, al- 
ternating with the onion, jalapeno, 
and bell pepper. 

Cook the skewers on the pre- 
heated grill, turning occasionally until 
cooked to your desired degree of 
doneness, about 10 minutes total for 
medium-rare. 


Nutritional Information open nutri- 
tional information 


Amount Per Serving 
Calories: 225 
Total Fat: 8.8g 
Cholesterol: 88mg 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


Easy Venison Stew 


"This is a simple and tasty way | 


Instructions 


make venison. Like anything else it's Heat the olive oil in 


better with fresh ingredients rather 
than canned, but this is what | had 
on hand. This is wonderful served 


a large skillet over 
medium heat; cook 
and stir the onion 


over brown or wild rice." 


Prep Time: 10 Min 


Cook Time: 30 Min 
Yield 4 servings 


Ingredients list: 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 onion, chopped 
2 cloves minced garlic 


1 pound venison, cut into strips 
1 (28 ounce) can diced tomatoes 
1 (8 ounce) can sliced mush- 


rooms, drained 


1/2 teaspoon dried thyme 


1/2 teaspoon dried sage 


1/4 teaspoon dried tarragon 


1/4 teaspoon salt 


Veutsou 


"Sweet and 
hot venison 
jerky is perfect 
for a snack 
while hiking, 


camping, fish- 
ing, etc." 


Prep Time:20 Min 
Cook Time:3 Hrs 


Recipe Yield 
1 pound of 
venison 


and garlic in the hot 
oil until the onion is 
translucent, about 5 
minutes. Add the 
venison to the skil- 
let; cook and stir 
until evenly 
browned. Stir the 
tomatoes, mush- 
rooms, thyme, sage, 
tarragon, and salt 
into the mixture; 
cover the skillet and 
allow the mixture to 
simmer until the 
venison is tender, 30 
to 40 minutes. 


2011 


"My husband is an avid hunter 
and we make this sausage every 
year. We add pork to the venison 
because the venison has such a 
low fat content. For the pork we 
get really fatty looking roast 
ground at our grocery store." 


Prep Time: 45 Min 


Ingredients list: 

6 pounds ground venison 

2 pounds ground pork 

1/4 cup sugar-based curing 
mixture (such as Morton® 
Tender Quick®) 

1 tablespoon fresh-ground 
black pepper 

1 tablespoon crushed red 
pepper flakes 

1/4 cup packed brown sugar 

3 tablespoons dried sage 


Venison Breakfast Sausage 
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Instructions 

In a very large bowl or plas- 
tic tub, sprinkle the venison and 
pork with the curing mixture, 
pepper, pepper flakes, sugar, 
and sage. Mix very well to evenly 
incorporate everything. When 
working with large quantities of 
sausage, cook a small piece to 
make sure the seasoning is ex- 
actly how you like it. 

Divide into 1 pound por- 
tions and freeze. 


Nutritional Information: 


Amount Per Serving 
Calories: 93 

Total Fat: 4.19 
Cholesterol: 46mg 


Whitetail Jerky 


Ingredients list: 

1 tablespoon sugar-based cur- 
ing mixture (such as Mor- 
ton® Tender Quick®) 

1 tablespoon dark brown 
sugar 

1/4 teaspoon garlic powder 

1/4 teaspoon onion powder 

1/4 teaspoon whole mustard 
seed 

1/8 teaspoon freshly ground 
black pepper 

1/8 teaspoon crushed red 
pepper flakes 

1/8 teaspoon liquid smoke 

1 pound lean venison roast, 
trimmed of all fat and sinew 


Instructions 
Combine curing mixture, sugar, gar- 
lic powder, onion powder, mustard seed, 
ground pepper, red pepper, and liquid 
smoke in a large bowl. Mix until evenly 
blended, and set aside. 

Slice venison with the grain into 
strips 3/16-inch thick, and 2-inches 
wide. Add to curing mixture and gently 
mix together until every slice is coated 
with curing mix. Place into a plastic bag, 
squeeze out all air, and seal; or place 
into a glass or plastic bowl and cover. 
Refrigerate for at least 18 hours to cure. 

Turn oven to 150 degrees F (65 de- 
grees C). Spray two wire racks with 
cooking spray, and place onto cookie 
sheets. 

Squeeze excess liquid from the 


venison, and lay the strips onto the pre- 
pared wire racks, making sure the 
pieces do not touch each other. Place 
the jerky into the oven, and cook until 
dried, 3 to 8 hours, depending on the 
temperature of your oven. 

You can tell the meat is done when 
it no longer bends and you could break 
off a piece with ease, but the meat 
should not be so dry as to be crisp and 
break. It is better to be less dry than 
over dried, because you can finish it by 
letting it air dry to perfection. Do not 
worry about color changes of the jerky; 
it will get lighter and harder as it contin- 
ues to dry over time. Jerky can be 
frozen or kept in sealed containers in 
the refrigerator. 
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about deer move- 
ment in hunting 
magazines and I have 
been intrigued by 
differences in deer activity over the years 
myself. We have all been in the woods or 
maybe just while driving to or from work 
and noticed large differences in deer activity. 
You will have some days when you see many 
deer from your tree stand and other days 
when, from that same stand at the same 
time of day, you wont see a single deer. It is 
also most obvious when you drive to and 
from work at similar times each day and see 
large swings in deer activity. After thinking 
about these changes in deer activity, reading 
several articles and my hunting observations 
over the years I've found several situations 
that effect deer movement. 


Some would say that the rut causes the 
demise of more mature bucks than any 
other factor. There's no doubt that deer are 
very active during the rut. It is an exciting 
time to be in the woods. The woods can ex- 
plode around you at any time during the rut 
and at about any time of the day. All deer 
hunters have stories of seeing bucks on the 
prowl. One year a spike buck let me take 


uch has been written 


fey 

was rinses ran ont by me. When the 
buck ran by I got him stopped and he just 
stared at me. After my first shot missed he 
moved a few feet and let me miss another 
shot. When the doe saw that I had missed, 
she ran him back by me again. I think that 
she was trying to use me to get rid of him. 
Fortunately I’ve learned a thing or to about 
shooting a bow since this episode almost 
twenty years ago. 


I have noticed that weather conditions 
and upcoming storms have an effect on deer 
activity. Warmer than average temperatures 
during hunting season definitely minimize 
deer activity. I also have found that wind 
makes deer very skittish. It seems that wind 
messes up all of their senses. The wind 
causes everything in the woods to move 
confusing their sight as well as both mask- 
ing and making noise. I would also think 
that their great sense of smell is also con- 
fused as well. I have spent many days out 
hunting on windy days where I couldn't 
hear anything or tell what was or wasn't 
moving it's no wonder that the deer lay low 
on these days. Deer don't seem to mind a 
mild rain, but when the rain is falling heav- 
ier I've seldom seen a lot of activity. 


i 


PP ar — 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 
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Changes in the weather defini 
to move. Most likely it is the chai 
pressure that triggers deer before |. 
On several occasions I have notice: 
at odd times of the day in the h 


storm. 


There have been articles writte 
moon phases and moon position 
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haven't figured this one out yet but I think that there 
must be something to it. I have seen increased deer 
activity on days when I can't use the rut or weather to 
explain it. Research has been conducted in an effort 
to determine the effects of the moon phases in rela- 
tion to the start of the rut. What I have read of this 
information seems promising as far as predicting the 
start of the rut and the intensity of the rut. A few years 
ago there was some research into the effects of moon 
positioning, or in other words when the moon, was 
high in the sky, on deer activity. I haven't seen any fur- 
ther discussions on this theory in the past couple of 


ely cause the deer 
ge in barometric 
irge storms arrive. 
1 deer out feeding 
ours preceding a 


non the effects of 
on deer activity. I 
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years. I have to believe that if the oceans tides can be 
predicted with the moon than we might also expect 
the animals to be effected’as well. 

Most of us only have a limited number of days 
that we can hunt each year and the best that we can 
do is to take full advantage of this time. If you can 
plan your hunting time in advance and you want high 
deer activity you should plan your hunt during the rut 
of pre-rut when moon prediction gurus say activity 
will be at the heaviest and pray for the right weather. 
In the end, the best way to handle changes in deer ac- 
tivity is to be in the woods as much as possible. 
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2011 Palomino 
Truck Camper 


DRV Luxury Mobile Suite aie io sigan ‘gypertgteell 
**MOBILE LUXURY LIVING!!** Motorhome | % 27-34’ 


FULLY EQUIPPED SERWICE DEPARTMENT 


Full Service and Repair on all types of Campers & Trailers 
Insurance Estimates * Awning Repair and Replacement « Roof Inspections 
Full System Check including Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing 


NEED SOMETHING? NEED PROPANE? _ 


CHECK OUR PARTS & CAMPING WE CAN FILL ANY SIZE 
SUPPLY STORE PROPANE TANK! 


VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.IRVWGAYLORD.COM 


INTERNATIONAL RV WORLD exit 252ecariono 


277 EXPRESSWAY COURT * GAYLORD, MICHIGAN ¢ 989.448.8700 


TURN NORTH AT MEECHER ROAD (TRAFFIC SIGNAL BY WALGREENS ON M-32 WEST) « NORTH 2 BLOCKS TO EXPRESSWAY COURT 
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Held Dressing: 


Ajob that should be kept simple and clean if done propery. 
Just make sure you're properly equipped. 


from www.DeerHunter.com 


The field dressing chore need not be 
overly messy if the hunter carries the 
proper field dressing equipment and 
understands exactly what he is trying 
to accomplish with the field dressing 
process. 

No, you're not trying to gut out the 
deer. The intestines are only a small 
part of what your going to remove 
from a freshly killed deer. Essentially, 
field dressing removes all the internal 
matter inside the deer's body cavity, 
including the chest and paunch re- 
gions. When this matter is removed, 
only the muscle and skeleton are left 
intact. It's really as simple as that, es- 
pecially if you carry the proper field 
dressing equipment. 

Because of possible disease or para- 
sites, it's a good idea to carry a pair of 
shoulder length skinning gloves. They 
protect you, and they keep your hands, 
arms and clothes free of blood and 
other gluppy stuff. You should also 
carry 30 feet of light cord, two sharp 
knives, a small hand saw, and a cheese 


cloth game bag or two. 

The good news is that the entire 
chest and paunch matter will easily 
slide out of the deer's body cavity. The 
trick is to detach all the connecting 
muscle and tissue that holds this mat- 
ter inside the body. 

The first chore is to insert your 
sharp knife alongside the anus and 
slice all around it until that intestinal 
tract is freed from the body. Use a 
length of cord and tie it shut to keep 
droppings from escaping inside of the 
deer later on when you pull this tract 
back in through the body cavity. 

Next, lay the deer on its back and 
make a cut in the hide from the vent 
up to the deer's ribcage. Work that 
hide away from the middle of the belly 
and lower chest area until the muscle 
is exposed. Now gently tickle the mus- 
cle of the belly with the tip of the knife 
until it is sliced open and the guts try 
to pop out. 

Now place your middle and index 
finger into the opening, thereby shov- 
ing the guts back in, and continue 
opening up the body cavity, sink those 


TIM HOWELL 
Project Manager 
Sales 


Forest Management & Timber Harvesting Specialists 


All Species. 40 Acre Minimum. 


Free Forest Management Plans ¢ Timber Harvesting Operations 


Wildlife Habitat Improvement Projects 


989-983-9688 


www.ntimberlands.com 


ROOFING 
Single Ply Systems + Metal Systems * Roof Coatings « Shingles 
GAF + Dow « GenFlex « Versico » Mulehide + Tremco « Certainteed 


(231) 627-4368 » Fax: (231) 627-7457 
3850 E. U.S. 23, Cheboygan, Mi 49721 


two fingers to guide the knife and keep 
the guts away from the knife's sharp 
edge. Eventually, you'll have the body 
cavity opened up, exposing the stom- 
ach, liver and intestines. 

Now, gently slice away the soft mus- 
cle, called the diaphragm, that sepa- 
rates the paunch from the chest. Reach 
up as far as you can into the neck and 
cut the windpipe loose. Now work 
your way along the deer's backbone, 
disconnecting the muscle that holds 
organs and paunch matter in place. 
The last chore is to reach in at the 
crotch and pull the tied-off anus tract 
back in through the body cavity. 

Everything is now disconnected, 
and you can gently roll the deer onto 
its side, with the body cavity opening 
facing downhill. The entire insides of 
the body cavity will effortlessly slip 
out. Pull the carcass away from the 
messy area and allow it to lie on its 
belly side to drain the blood out of the 
cavity. Now you're ready to drag your 
trophy to the vehicle and get it home. 


www.doyleroofing.com 
doyleinc @triton.net 
800-820-4368 
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20 * 2011 Northern Michigan Deer Hunters Guide 


RE/MAX North 


846 S. Main, Cheboygan 


Covering ALL of Northeastern Michigan ee’ 31 years experience 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


(989) 351-0110 ®is| (231) 627-9991 


Carol Steiger, Associate Broker 


Serving the needs of Buyers and Sellers with the same professional courtesy 
VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.CHEBOYGANAREAREALESTATE.COM 
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30 ACRES & 1300’ CLEAR 
FRONTAGE Hunters paradise. Goose, 
turkey, deer, small game & prime fishing. 4 
bdrm chalet, attch garage, 24x64 pole barn, 
shed & more. $299,900 #271714 


2 WOODED ACRES close to Mullett Lake. 
Well kept 3 bed, 2 bath home with central 
air, screened porch, heated workshop, pri- 
vate setting. Abundant wildlife! $69,900 
#275269 

ary 


20 ACRES tucked on a quiet country road. 
Updated ranch with an attached garage & 
30x40 pole barn. 3 bed, 2 bath, full base- 
ment, new roof, A/C & much more. 
$175,000 MLS #274671 


LAKE NETTIE Affordable 

away on Wilson Bay. Plenty of room for fam- 
ily & guests. 2 car garage, walk out base- 
ment, quiet road. Motivated! $115,700 
#274586 


P, 


120’ ON CLEAR LAKE Well maintained 
BOCA home has a 2 car garage and a new 
pole barn. All furnishings negotiable. 
Excellent fishing. Reduced to $98,900 
#273297 


40 ACRES surrounds this 3 bdrm ranch. 2 
car attch garage, 2 barns, full basement, sun- 
room & fireplace. Privacy off a long wind- 
ing driveway. Good hunting! $199,000 
#274910 


co i el i 
5 ACRES, POND, PRIVACY! Sprawling 
ranch enveloped in maples, pines & hard- 
woods. Full basement, huge rooms, paved 
drive, 2 garages. $132,500 MLS #274074 
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Pelt 
18 ACRES - PRIC 
road, close to snowmobile trail, good hunt- 
ing, private pond. 3 bed, 2 bath & many 
recent updates. Motivated seller. $94,900 
#270750 


CANADA CREEK RANCH. 13,000 acres 
in the heart of elk country. Woods, lakes & 
trout streams surround this 4 bed, 2 bath 
quality home. $119,500 #266326 


INDIAN RIVER. Little Sturgeon River 
frontage, large 2 acre lot & around the cor- 
ner from the snow trails. 3 bed/2 bath, 
garage, some updates. $99,900 MLS 
#267219 


8 ACRES & 150’ CLEAR LAKE 
FRONTAGE! This piece of God’s country 
has an attached garage, 2nd 2.5 car garage 
w/ heated shop, and a 24x48 pole barn. 
Black Mtn. area $189,000 #273276 


LOTS, ACREAGE AND WATERFRONT 
PROPERTY 


233’ / 2.75 ACRES ON BLACK LAKE. 
One of the few estate sized parcels left on 
Black Lake. Drastically reduced. $99,999 


4.6 ACRES & 130’ LAKE HURON 
FRONTAGE. Beautiful wooded parcel with 
awesome sunrise views overlooking the 
sandy beach. Driveway & electric in. 
Cheboygan County $145,000 #273051 


100’ ON THE UPPER BLACK RIVER. 
Private location ideal place for your camper 
on the hill crest. Reduced $19,900 


-| BEST BUY! Prime location. 1-1/4 acres & 


250 ACRES & State land on 3 sides. 5 year 
old 2,600 sf custom built log home with a 3 
bay garage. Trail roads, prime hunting, very 
secluded. REDUCED to $427,500 
#270762 


LAND CONTRACT TERMS are available 
on this affordable country home. Quiet 
location, huge garage, needs some TLC. Near 
Black Lake & State land. $34,900 MLS 


125’ on the Black River. Steel breakwall, 
well, septic, electric, drive & storage garage. 
$79,900 #273049 


OVER 400’ LAKE FRONT AND 10 
ACRES on peaceful Orchard Lake. Private 
setting, surveyed, perked, drive way & elec- 
tric on site. $75,000 #272120 


DOUBLE LOT. Loaded with mature cedars 
& balsams. Walking distance to Lake Huron 
public beach. $5,995 #273404 


100’ WOODED LOT. Short drive to 
Hammond Bay & 10 miles to Cheboygan. 3/4 
acre. $6,775 MLS #275274 


38 ACRES ON LAND CONTRACT Mix of 
trees & fields. Small pond, Hunting blind and 
trails. In the heart of Cheboygan County. 


| $47,900 #275272 


6.6 ACRES & 500’ BLACK RIVER. 
Prime private location just off of paved roads 
and stunning river frontage. Gently sloping 
frontage, mature hardwoods, pines & apple 


| trees. $325,000 #273593 


BLACK LAKE ACCESS right across the 
street. Affordable well maintained vacation 
getaway is turn key right down to the dish- 
es. Large lot & garage. Only $49,900 


ADJOINS STATE &100’ LAKE frontage 
highlight this roomy home. All seasons 
recreation area near Black Mt. Excellent 
fishing and hunting. Twin Lakes. Only 
$98,500 #273308 


117 ACRES OF PRIME HUNTING. Just 
listed. Unlimited options on this large tract: 
excellent hunting, about 70 acres of tillable 
land, build, split or develop. Bankruptcy 
ordered sale at $1000/acre. $118,000 Cash 


|] or mortgage only. #275276 


20 ACRES just north of Hammond Bay. 
Hardwoods & pines. Hunt, home site or up 
north getaway. $39,500 MLS #274655 


100’ ON BLACK RIVER. Part of the 
famous Inland Waterway. Boat to Lake Huron, 
Cheboygan River, Mullett Lake, Burt Lake and 
Crooked Lake. Hilltop setting with a clearing 
for a camper or building site. $39,900 MLS 
#273999 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


GPS FOR HUNTERS 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 


have fed. You can return to 
those same sites when you 
hunt next year and you'll 
probably find the deer feed- 
ing in about the same loca- 
tions. 


SAFETY 


GPS is useful too because 
it allows you to safely and 
easily navigate your way 
back even if you get caught 
in bad weather and visibil- 
ity is compromised. 

Easily navigate back to 
base camp if you get sepa- 
rated from the rest of the 
group. 

If you get in serious trou- 
ble, you can use a GPS unit 
to communicate your exact 


GREG'S AUTO REPAIR 


"COMPLETE AUTO. REPAIR” 


231 290 0713 
GREG’S 


AUTO REPAIR 


Greg Ogden Owner 
12420 S. Straits Hwy. 
Wolverine, MI 49799 


BLUE SEAL of EXCELLENCE 


position to rescue teams. 


KNOWING WHERE 
YOU ARE 


Hunters often become so 
preoccupied with the pur- 
suit of game that they for- 
get to pay attention to 
where they are going and 
when the game is finally 
down, they realize they 
don't have a clue as to 
where they are. This is 
when a GPS becomes use- 
ful. 

Use GPS and your two 
way radio to communicate 
your location for an im- 
promptu rendezvous with 
fellow hunters. 


RECOGNITION PROGRAM ‘ 


231-290-0713 ‘Were Proud ol Ou lve Sel Tear 


PROFESSIONAL 
WINDOW TINTING 
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In the dark, it is easy to 
get turned around by mis- 
take. You may not want to 
use a flashlight because you 
want to be as inconspicu- 
ous to game as possible. But 
traveling to and from a 
stand is no problem with a 
backlit GPS. 


Sometimes hunters down 
a large animal and have to 


hurry back to camp to get 
some help and then have 
trouble finding his trophy 
again, especially in the 
dark. Marking the location 
of the downed animal on 
your GPS before heading 
back to camp makes it easy 
to relocate. 


Buying-Selling-Irading 


Aon 2 
GUN SHOP 


Largest Used SF Tirzest Used Gun Dealer In Michigan = 


38 E. 15 Mile Rd, Dafter Mi + (906)-647-5891 


(Just E. off 75, Corner of 15 Mi. Rd. and M-129) 


Family Owned 


Over 60 Years In Business 


Onaway Community 
Federal Credit Union 


Building Financial Trust and Stability, One Member at a Time. 


Rogers City Onaway 
(989)-734-2772 (989)-733-8557 


Indian River 
(231)-238-8331 


Wolverine 
(231)-525-8118 


www.ocfcu.net 


Tall Pines Bed & Breakfast is a smoke-free, pet-free 


home located just outside downtown Lewiston and 
is surrounded by pine trees that are over 100 feet 


Sunshade North Inc. 


CUSTOM ROLLER SHADES & BLINDS 


tall. There is plenty of easy parking, including space 
for a boat or snowmobile trailer. We even have a 
secure place to park your motorcycle. 


¢ Discount available for 3 night stays 

¢ Homemade breakfast that'll be sure to please your 
palate and start the day off right, plus dessert in evening 

¢ Picnic lunches available 

Close to several lakes and golf courses 


CALL TODAY FOR YOUR RESERVATION! 


877.391.TINT (8468) 
231.347.0600 


sunshadenorth.com 


www.i2k.com/~tallpinesbnb 


2456 SOUTH COUNTRY RD 489 - LEWISTON, MI - 989.786.4534 
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tothe Weekly Choice and the Charlevoix County News 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


yy I hy 


The Weekly Choice is distributed to 40 towns throughout Northern Michigan including Gaylord, Petoskey, 
Grayling, Cheboygan, Indian River, Mancelona, Lewiston and more. 


The Charlevoix County News is distributed to 
Boyne City, East Jordan, Charlevoix, Boyne 
Falls, Walloon Lake, Ellsworth and Atwood. 


friendly & positive! 


news and sports covering all of 
Northern Michigan 


local area subscriptions now 
available for as little as 


*35.00/yr. 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY | 
ON THURSDAYS 


Weekly C 


BOYNE CITY, CHARLEVOIX, EAST.Inona- 


Positive News, PFREE] 


Sports and weekly SES 


,com 
Events rsday, March 24, 2012 


Choic 


A Choice Public: 


jichi incl 
F rthern Michigan "' 
Covering 40 Towns | me ancelona, Mio, Indian 


See his 
Passes 
* the Torch 


Petoskey, Cheboygan, 


juding Gaylord, rrounding area. 


River and su 


mManagei 
resigns 


Longtime E-Free 
Church Pastor, Jim 
Mathis reflects back, 
and looks a ad 


20/20 PROJECT ‘Bey 
Johnny's ~ j S 
Country Oven 


County News } 


Call: 989-732-8160 


Fax: 888-854-7441 | 


E-Mail: Office@WeeklyChoice.com 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


Tuesday, 
March 29th 


| 


www.CharlevoixCountyNews.com 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


By Tim Moore 


with a strange mixture of 
anticipation and dread. 
Like all hunters, I want 
the season to begin, but 
that first day can be 
crazy. Sometimes in 
Western Washington 
opening day of deer season is 
not just about getting to your 
favorite hunting spot, it's 
about hunting a place to park! 
However, I'm determined. 

Saturday, October 14. It's 
here. Rising early, I collect my 
gear, coffee, and wits two 
hours before daylight. My 
destination is just thirty min- 
utes away on the beautiful 

Skykomish River. I suit up 
like a camouflage astronaut 
and spray myself down 
with an enzyme scent 
killer that I believe will 
hide my humanness so 
long as I don't breath, sweat, 

or succumb to nature's other 
call. 

The fog is thick. I am as 
damp as duck's feet from 
walking the hundred feet 
from my porch to the truck. 
The drive is uneventful but 
slow going. The intermittent 
wipers are a must to cut the 
heavy veil of fog. Twenty 
miles of my trek is residential. 
It doesn't feel like I'm getting 
ready to experience nature's 
best. But right after the DQ. 
and thrift store, I see a bridge. 
This bridge is the unofficial 


\ The day approaches 
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Opening Day 


boundary between a white 
collar populous and the near- 
est, wonderful, shrinking, 
hunter's Eden. Does anyone 
else ever wonder if they were 
born in the wrong century? 

Eight miles from subdi- 
visions I pull off the road. No 
streetlights in sight. No 
sounds except the falling of 
leaves. It is Fall. Things are 
falling. The bank down to 
the river is steep, I hope I 
don't fall. No need to go to 
the gym after dragging a 
prize back up this hill. I'll 
cross that bridge when I 
come to it. 


ares ae 


LAL 
= 


E- yr 


Beds & Dressers ° Tables & Chairs ° Stairs : Desks 


The most important 
thing is something I do not 
see, other vehicles. I am the 
first to arrive! I claim this 
section of earth as my own 
for the morning. I get my 
L.E.D light and trusty .35 
caliber sidekick and I'm 
ready to descend through 
damp leaves, brush, and cob- 
webs to a little highway for 
furry woodland creatures I 
discovered scouting a week 
ago with a buddy from 
SAfrica. 

I stumbled on what I 


see OPENING DAY page 27 


MODOC 


LOG FURNITURE CO., INC. 


wwwmodoclogfurniture,com 


a oA 
we vais ‘pe 


i] 


End Tables * Mirror Frames * Armoires * Railings 
& Much More! 


6001 Apt. 2+ Indian River Michigan * 2312387251 + 231-420-5477 
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Breeding Cycle 
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October and can last well into 
January, depending on the 
weather and the location. 
When the does are in es- 
trus, they are by no means 
passive. The bucks have been 
busy making scrapes in the 
ground as a way of letting the 
does know they are available 
and "very interested" in get- 
ting together. A buck will 
generally make these scrapes 
in the ground near his home 
base. The bucks will deposit 
scents or urine into the 
scrapes they've made, giving 
off a sweet aroma which the 
does in estrus find rather en- 
chanting. The does in estrus 
are drawn by the strong scent 
and eventually find them- 


selves at the place where the 
buck has made his scrapes in 
the ground. Then, the ro- 
mance between the buck and 
the doe blossoms. That is, if 
the buck is close by. If the 
buck happens to be else- 
where, the doe will drop her 
calling card and deposit some 
of her own urine in the buck's 
scrapes. Or she will make 
some scrapes of her own. 

As experienced hunters 
know, the rut stage is the best 
time to go after the bucks. 
They have "other things" on 
their minds and are much 
more careless than usual. 

It is easy to tell when you 
have encountered a buck that 
is interested in courting. He 


SINCE 1948 


D> owned and family operated 


Whole Corn + Alpine Deer Feed 
Heartland Wildlife Institute Feeds 


has his head low and his chin 
up and he is moving with a 
sense of great purpose and ur- 
gency ... toward the doe of his 
dreams. He will make long, 
loud grunts as his way of 
inviting the doe to meet. If 
the doe is ready for breeding, 
she will respond. If the doe is 
not ready, she will run away. It 
is during the rut stage that 
bucks have their fiercest bat- 
tles with each other. They 
don't want any competition 
and the sight of another male 
puts them into a frenzy. 
When a deer and doe get to- 
gether while the doe is in es- 
trus, the bucks stays with her 
day and night. This is known 
as tending. 

During the days when 
the doe is in estrus, the ani- 
mals will engage in breeding 
activity several times. 


ring 


y, \UT [O REP Legato, Owners If 2 


Custom Exhaust * Brakes & Suspension | 


Most 
Makes and 
Models 


10810N. Straits Hwy., Cheboygan * 231-597-8125 


caseys_al uto_mi@napaautoca re.com 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 


When the _breedable 
does have all been bred, the 
final phase of the whitetail 
breeding season begins. This 
is known as postrut. Now the 
bucks discontinue their rub- 
bing and scraping and be- 
come less interested in the 
females. In a month or so, 
most of the bucks will lose 
their antlers. With the breed- 
ing out of the way, the bucks 
concentrate on other matters, 
like eating. They start to feed 
heavily in preparation for the 
approaching winter. 

The does will eventually 
give birth in the spring, usu- 
ally to twins or triplets. The 
does will remain apart until 
the fawns are fully nursed, 
then return to join the family 
group as the breeding cycle 
starts anew. 


Ron's Gameheads and more 


Ronald D Furgeson Il: Licensed Taxidermist 
Wildlife Institute‘ 


Sugar Beets— bulk and bags 


989.732.4322 
403 W. Mitchell St., Gaylord, MI 49735 


1 block north of Main Street next to the RR tracks 
www-.gaylordfeedandgrain.com 
Open M-F 8:30 to 5:30, Sat 8:30 to 1:00 


5086 Indian Garden Road: Petoskey, MI 49770 ° cell 231 330 2564 | 


www.WeeklyChoice.com 
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Bailing and Feeding 


In Michigan, baiting and feeding is allowable except in Deer Management Unit 487, the six-county bovine tuberculosis zone in northeastern 
Lower Michigan (Alcona, Alpena, losco, Montmorency, Oscoda and Presque Isle counties). The rules for baiting and feeding deer are as follows. 


Feeding for Recreational 
Viewing: 

"Feed" means a substance 
composed of grain, mineral, salt, 
fruit, vegetable, hay or other 
food material, that may attract 
deer or elk for any reason other 
than hunting. 

The feed material may be of 
any food type. 

The volume of feed at any resi- 
dence cannot exceed two gal- 
lons. 

Feed may be no more than 100 
yards from a residence on land 
owned or possessed by that per- 
son. 

The feed must be scattered on 


the ground. It can be scattered 
by any means, including me- 
chanical spin-cast feeders, pro- 
vided that the spin-cast 

feeder does not distribute more 
than the maximum daily volume 
allowed. 

The feed must be scattered or 
dispersed at least 100 yards from 
any area accessible to cattle, 
goats, sheep, new world 
camelids, bison, swine, horses 
or captive cervidae. 

Food plots, naturally occurring 
foods, standing agricultural 
crops or food placed as a result 
of using normal agricultural 
practices are not considered to 


DIKKING 


IT 


“CASY... 


by bringing you mere than wer before. 


§ Offering affordable 
a hunting cabins or 
weekend getaways. 


= Call to schedule 
an appointment 
when you're 
coming up north. 


Authorized Sales Representatives 


Tim & Judy Horonzy 


West Branch, MI 
888-311-8311 


www.kuhnsbrosmichigan.com 


¥ 
—— a y ~ 
P= AN 


LOG HOMES INCORPORATED 
™ 


be bait or feed. 


Baiting: 

"Bait" means a substance com- 
posed of grains, minerals, salt, 
fruits, vegetables, hay or other 
food materials, which may lure, 
entice or attract deer as an aid in 
hunting. 

Baiting may occur only from 
Oct. 1 to Jan. 1. 

The bait material may be of 
any food type. 

The volume of bait at any 
hunting site cannot exceed two 
gallons. 

The bait must be dispersed 
over a minimum of a 10-foot by 


10-foot area. 

The bait must be scattered di- 
rectly on the ground. It can be 
scattered 
by any means, including me- 
chanical spin-cast feeders, pro- 
vided that the spin-cast feeder 
does not distribute more than 
the maximum volume allowed. 

The DNR requests that indi- 
viduals not place bait or feed re- 
peatedly at the same point on 
the ground, and only bait when 
actively hunting. This may 
minimize the chance of direct 
and indirect exposure of deer to 
diseases that may be present. 


Custom Meat Processing 
Sausage Made 


JACK CLARK’S 


GAME 


es Since 1969 


PROCESSING 


6890 S. King Road 
Grayling, MI 49738 
(989) 348-2216 


spirits ° groceries ¢ DNR permits 
bait ¢ gas * camping supplies 


pizza 


e wings ¢ salads & more 


231.487.0734 


1154 N. Ellsworth Rd. e Petoskey Michigan 
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FEATURED PROPERTY 


Hunt, Snowmobile, ATV, Ski, Bike & Walk! 


445 PRIME ACRES - 12552 BATES ROAD, 
CHEBOYGAN, MI 


Legendary as a recreational paradise this hunting 
lodge is positioned to enjoy nature at its best! This 
sportsman's delight is home to monster bucks, 
frolicking does and fawns, black bear, partridge, 
turkey, coyote, fox, eagles and an occasional bobcat. 
Ideal mixture of woods, meadows, swamps and open 
food plot areas makes this the perfect home for all 
kinds of wildlife. 


Outstanding access located off Hwy. US 23 is 
approximately 15 miles east of the City of Cheboygan. 
This parcel is gated to insure private, and limited 
access without interruption. Current owner has cut in 


CALL AND ASK FOR JOEL or AUDREY several trails that wind through out this beautiful 
MARTINCHEK, ASSOCIATE BROKERS at 


COLDWELL BANKER -NORTHERN LAKES 
@ 231-420-1804 or 231-420-0231 


property. Unlimited opportunity to develop food plots, 
build the blinds of your choice, and make this your 
own wildlife sanctuary awaits the new owner. 


Not a hunter? This incredible site offers a place to experience breathtaking scenery on a snowmobile, ATV, cross-country ski or by foot. The 
lodge offers bunkhouse style sleeping, custom wood accented kitchen and bath, game room, loft and bar. Nearly new garage is ready to be 
finished and is situated close to the main lodge. Stay cozy and warm after a day of fun with the economical wood stove that is fueled off the land. 
House more guests in the additional double wide and mobile home that sits on the property. Separate massive pole barn provides ample storage 
for all the toys one could own. Property also includes an active gravel pit. For the most complete information and to video tour this amazing 
property 24/7 visit www.Realtor.com, and choose Joel and Audrey Martinchek or go to www.JoelandAudreyRealtors.com 


lik | 


E-MAIL US @: Joel@JamSellsRE.com or Audrey@JamSellsRE.com 
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Opening Day 
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call "Deer Island' by accident 
a year ago pursuing my 
other passion, fishing. I was 
targeting blue-backs. 
Salmon were jumping. Fly- 
ing raptors lined the bank of 
the river. It was surreal. I 
love raptors. Eagles and 
hawks are the greatest and 
most blessed hunters. Can 
you imagine being able to 
just forget about the traffic, 
gas prices, tree stands, ex- 
pensive hunting gear, li- 
censes, hunting regulations 
that require legal counsel to 
decipher, and just launching 
out wherever you want to 
hunt using built-in, God- 
given weaponry to find and 
fall your prey? I love raptors 
and I envy them. 

The fish were jumping 
and the raptors were flying. 
It was quite a while before I 
even looked down. But 
when I did there were tracks 
in the sand; not just a few, 
not all the same size. I 
thought, ‘interesting.’ My 
commitment came quickly 
to return God willing, minus 
a pole, plus a rifle. 

So here I am a year later. 
I take my place on the 
ground overlooking the 
smaller tributary of the is- 
land and the game trail. I'm 
hidden by just enough un- 
derbrush to seclude, yet af- 
ford a somewhat 
unobstructed shot. I sit still 
in the darkness, motionless 
in the dampness. My legs 
fall asleep: pins and needles. 
My back starts to ache. It's 


cold. It's wonderful. Images 
of trees, bushes, rocks, and 'T 
wonder if that was a deer’ 
begin to emerge from the 
foggy darkness. It won't be 
long now. Prophetically I 
think, “He will appear out of 
the dark mist. I'll have to 
concentrate on breathing 
normally. I'll hear the 
thumping of my own heart 
in my ears...” ATV's?! I hear 
ATV's. I hear yahoos talking 
about hunting. I ponder the 
ramifications of shooting 
their wheels out. Maybe I 
better not. This is my piece 
of earth! It's my island for 
the morning. I guess they 
didn't get the email. “God, if 
I have to share my island, let 
them run the deer right over 
top of me.” 

Their noise pollution 
fades, eventually. I hear 
nothing but falling leaves 
again. It's daylight but still 
foggy. Something moves: 
trots. It's canine: coyote. 
He's coming straight at me. 
Should I shoot? No. It 
might spook the deer. He's 
spooking the deer. I think 
I'll shoot. He's fifty yards 
away and his head is down. 
He's on the hunt. So am I. I 
raise my gun. He turns into 
the brush. He's gone. Sev- 
eral minutes pass. A coyote 
head rises from a bush 
eighty yards away. Gun up. 
Fire! Head ducks. I don't 
think I hit him. I better go 
check. No hair, no blood, 
and no coyote. 

The bank overlooking 
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the tributary is grassy. The 
game trail is only fifteen feet 
down. I lay down like a lion 
in the grass. I can see about 
fifty yards of streambed. My 
caffeine is wearing off. It's 
pretty comfortable here. I 
think I'll rest my eyes. A few 
minutes pass. I'm jump- 
started by a hawk's cry. No 
deer in sight. I think I'll just 
talk to the Nature-maker. 
After a few minutes of silent 
communication, my eyes 
open with my _ internal 
‘amen' to meet with a little 
doe's gaze. She's on the trail 
only fifteen feet away, head 
cocked sideways, big ears 
erect, wondering what this 
big alien lump is on the hill 
in front of her. Her sister ap- 
pears beside her: twin year- 
lings: They are tentative but 


curious. I see more move- 
ment to my right. It's mom. 
She stops and with deer 
telepathy calls her daughters 
to herself. They move away 
slowly: take a few steps, stop 
and look back at the lump in 
the grass: repeat. This 
process continues until the 
three become _ beautiful, 
ghostly apparitions swal- 
lowed by the fog. 

It's time to go home. 
Civilization still exists (and 
a) family waits to do family 
things. That's O.K. Family is 
important. My wife will be 
happy that I get home close 
to the time I said I'd be back. 
But I'll be back. After all, my 
shrinking paradise is not far 
from my subdivision. 


ule Repairs- ll Makes and Mede 


BRAKES ¢ TIRES ¢ OIL CHANGES ¢ TUNE UPS 
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS ¢ SEASONAL MAINTNENANCE 


Troy La Count ~ Owner 
231-599-2483 * Fax 231-599-2469 « Cell 231-675-2348 
email: eastportservice@hotmail.com 
4947 US Hwy 31 N ¢ Eastport, Michigan 49627 


Psalm 42:1 NASB 


As the deer pants for the water brooks, 


So my soul pants for You, O God. 


204 STATE STREET 
PETOSKEY, MI 49770 
PHONE: (231) 347-8980 
Fax: (231) 347-1759 
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KNOW THE RULES 
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arrows, bolts and quarrels with 
a broadhead hunting type of 
point not less than 7/8 of an 
inch wide with a minimum of 
14 inches in length. See 
Hunter Orange Clothing Re- 


quirements. 


Archery Deer Seasons 

During the archery deer 
seasons, it is illegal to carry 
afield a pistol, revolver or other 
firearm while bow hunting for 
deer. 

Exceptions: This prohibi- 
tion does not apply to pistols 
carried under authority of a 
concealed pistol license or 
properly carried under author- 
ity of a specific exception from 
the requirement of a concealed 
pistol license. However, a con- 
cealed pistol license does not 
authorize the individual to use 
the pistol to take game except 
as provided by law. 


November 10-14 


It is unlawful to carry 
afield or transport any rifle (in- 
cluding rimfire) or shotgun if 
you have buckshot, slug, ball 
loads or cut shells. 

Exception: You 


may 


transport a firearm to your deer 
camp or to a target range dur- 
ing this period if the firearm is 
properly transported (see 
Transporting - Carrying 
Firearms and Bows and Ar- 
rows). 

A resident who holds a fur 
harvester license may carry a 
.22 caliber or smaller rimfire 
firearm while hunting furbear- 
ers or checking a trap line dur- 
ing the open season for 
hunting furbearers or trapping 
furbearing animals. You also 
may target-shoot on your own 
property provided there is no 
attempt to take game. 


Nov. 15-30 Firearm 
Deer Season 


It is illegal for a person 
taking or attempting to take 
game to carry or possess afield 
a centerfire or muzzleloading 
rifle, a bow and arrow, a center- 
fire or black powder handgun, 
or a shotgun with buckshot, 
slug or ball loads or cut shells, 
unless you have in your posses- 
sion a 2011 firearm deer, com- 
bination deer or antlerless deer 
license for the appropriate 
DMU, with an unused kill tag 


REPAIR REBUILD REFRESH RESTORE 


24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
FIRE — WATER —- WIND 


Serving all of Michigan 


Call Todd Sharrard 


800-574-2000 


Cell — 989-619-0752 


www.sungloservices.com E-Mail — sharrardt@sungloservices.com 


issued in your name, or a 2011 
firearm deer, combination deer 
or antlerless deer license for 
the appropriate DMU issued 
in your name with an unused 
deer management assistance 
(DMA) permit kill tag or an 
unused managed deer hunting 
permit. 


Muzzlelouding Deer 


Seasons 

During the December 
muzzleloading seasons, muzzle- 
loading deer hunters can carry 
afield and use only a crossbow 
(except in the Upper Peninsula) 
or a muzzleloading rifle, a muz- 
zleloading shotgun, or a black 
powder handgun loaded with 
black powder or a commercially 
manufactured black powder sub- 
stitute. Only certified disabled 
hunters may use a crossbow or a 
modified bow during the muz- 
zleloading season in the Upper 
Peninsula 


All Firearm Deer Sea- 
sons - Rifle Zone 


In the rifle zone, deer may 
be taken with handguns, rifles, 
crossbows, bows and _ arrows, 
shotguns and muzzleloading 
firearms including black powder 
handguns. It is legal to hunt deer 
in the rifle zone with any caliber 
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of firearm except a .22 caliber or 
smaller rimfire (rifle or hand- 
gun). During the firearm deer 
seasons, a firearm deer hunter 
may carry afield a bow and 
arrow, crossbow and firearm. 
Exception: See Muzzle- 
loading Deer Seasons above for 
restrictions during this season. 


All Firearm Deer Sea- 


sons - Shotgun Zone 

In the shotgun zone, all 
hunters afield from Nov. 15-30, 
and all deer hunters in this zone 
during other deer seasons, must 
abide by the following firearm 
restrictions or use a crossbow or 
bow and arrow. Legal firearms 
are as follows: 

A shotgun may have a 
smooth or rifled barrel and may 
be of any gauge. 

A muzzleloading rifle or 
black powder handgun must be 
loaded with black powder or a 
commercially manufactured 
black powder substitute. 

A conventional (smokeless 
powder) handgun must be .35 
caliber or larger and loaded with 
straight-walled cartridges and 
may be single- or multiple-shot 
but cannot exceed a maximum 
capacity of nine rounds in the 
barrel and magazine combined. 


see RULES page 31 
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details. 

The DNR also reminds 
hunters not to overlook the 
many other hunting and trap- 
ping seasons available in 
Michigan. These other seasons 
provide their own unique op- 
portunities and can offer 
chances to scout or find poten- 
tial new deer hunting loca- 
tions. Explore your options at 
www.michigan.gov/hunting or 
www.michigan.gov/trapping. 
With preparation, attention to 
safety, and awareness of cur- 
rent hunting regulations, 
hunters can be ready to head 
into the field to enjoy the 
recreation opportunity offered 
by the 2011 Michigan deer sea- 
son. 


As an important reminder, 
those hunting within the UP 
and the multi-county Deer 
Management Unit (DMU) 487 
in the tuberculosis (TB) zone 
must decide, before purchasing 
their deer license, if they wish 
the opportunity to take one or 
two antlered deer. Those desir- 
ing the opportunity to shoot 
two bucks must purchase a 
combination license. Both 
bucks have antler point restric- 
tions. One buck must have one 
antler with at least 3 antler 
points; the other buck must 
have one antler with at least 4 
antler points. Those choosing 
to purchase a firearm deer li- 
cense and/or an archery deer 
license are limited to taking 
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only one buck from within 
these areas during all seasons 
combined. 

Within most of the areas, a 
deer must have just one antler 
3 or more inches in length, but 
point restrictions remain in 
place for some individual 
DMUs as well. These include 
DMU 117 (Drummond Is- 
land) and DMU 122 (primarily 
in southern Dickinson County, 
along the Wisconsin border) in 
the UP, and one small DMU 
(DMU135 in Iosco County) in 
the TB zone. In DMU 117, 
bucks must have at least one 
forked antler. In DMU 122 
bucks must have at least one 
three-point antler. And in 
DMU 135, bucks must have at 
least one forked antler to be 
legal. Finally, within DMU 487 
ONLY, hunters may harvest an 
antlerless deer with a firearm 
or combination license within 


the Nov. 15-30 firearm season 
or the Dec. 9-18 muzzleloader 
season. 


UPPER PENINSULA 


More than 100,000 hunters 
have pursued deer in the UP in 
recent years, including approx- 
imately 30,000 participants in 
the archery season, over 90,000 
firearm hunters, and more 
than 20,000 hunters pursuing 
deer with a muzzleloader. 

Within the UP, deer popula- 
tions continue to slowly in- 
crease following a second mild 
winter in a row. Fawn produc- 
tion should be good, though 
predation may have produced 
some losses. Antlered buck 
numbers will likely be on the 
rise, as the increased produc- 
tion of fawns in 2010 should 
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lead to greater antlered buck 
numbers this year. More deer 
will be found in the Southern 
UP near Lake Michigan, with 
fewer in the Northern UP near 
Lake Superior. Antlerless li- 
censes are available in DMUs 
022, 055, 122, 152, 155, 252, 
and 255 for 2011. Special buck 
harvest restrictions noted 
above are in place throughout 
the UP. 


NORTHERN LOWER 
PENINSULA 


An average of about 285,000 
hunters have pursued deer in 
the NLP over the last few 
years, including more than 
115,000 participants in the 
archery season, an average of 
over 250,000 firearm hunters, 
and more than 50,000 hunters 
pursuing deer with a muzzle- 
loader. 

Baiting has been reinstated 
as legal for most of the NLP; 
however, baiting is still 
banned in DMU 487. Baiting 
may only occur from October 
1 through January 1. Hunters 
are restricted to no more than 
2 gallons of bait per hunting 
site; the bait must be spread 
over 100 square feet (equiva- 
lent to a 10 foot by 10 foot 
area). 

Within the eastern portion 
of the NLP, TB prevalence 
continues to show a declining 
trend over the long-term, but 
no detectable change has oc- 
curred over the previous 5 
years. Goals and hunting regu- 
lations in the eastern NLP are 
therefore driven more by the 
objective to continue to reduce 
TB prevalence than by num- 


bers of deer in this region. It is 
important for hunters to con- 
tinue to observe the ban on 
baiting and feeding in DMU 
487 and to harvest at least as 
many antlerless deer as bucks. 

Mild winter conditions for 
the second year in a row in the 
NLP should lead to increasing 
deer numbers. Deer numbers 
on many state land areas ap- 
pear to be on the rise, though 
they are still below goal in 
some areas. In some NLP 
units, indications are that 
there is an overabundance of 
deer on private land but lower 
than desired populations on 
public land. Special antlerless 
seasons and private land li- 
cense quotas are used in these 
units to target deer on private 
land even if abundant sign and 
sightings do not occur on 
public land. The number of 
antlerless deer licenses is the 
same as last year in eastern 
NLP multi-unit area DMU 
487, while no antlerless per- 
mits were made available in 
four counties (Cheboygan, Ot- 
sego, Roscommon, and Kalka- 
ska). Special buck harvest 
restrictions noted above are in 
place in DMU 487. Within 
DMU 487 ONLY, hunters may 
harvest an antlerless deer with 
a firearm or combination li- 
cense within the Nov. 15-30 
firearm season or the Dec. 9- 
18 muzzleloader season. 


SOUTHERN LOWER 
PENINSULA 


An average of nearly 
360,000 hunters have pursued 
deer in the SLP over the last 
few years, including more 


tk 


than 185,000 participants in 
the archery season, more than 
290,000 firearm hunters, and 
an average of about 125,000 
hunters pursuing deer with a 
muzzleloader. Baiting has 
been reinstated as legal 
throughout the SLP. Baiting 
may only occur from October 
1 through January 1. Hunters 
are restricted to no more than 
2 gallons of bait per hunting 
site spread over 100 square 
feet (equivalent to a 10 foot by 
10 foot area). 


The deer population in 
southern Michigan is expected 
to be similar to the last few 
years. Abundant food and 
cover in the form of agricul- 
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tural crops and scattered 
swamps and woodlots provide 
very good habitat across the 
southern Michigan landscape. 
This high quality habitat, com- 
bined with relatively mild 
winter conditions, results in 
an abundant and productive 
deer population. Deer popula- 
tions generally exceed DNR 
goals and fawns generally 
come in sets of twins and 
triplets. High numbers of 
antlerless permits are available 
again this year, particularly in 
the multi-county DMU 486 
(most of southern Michigan 
except St. Clair, Macomb, 
Wayne, and Monroe Coun- 
ties). 
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During the firearm deer sea- 
sons, a firearm deer hunter may 
carry afield a bow and arrow, 
crossbow and firearm. Excep- 
tions: 

See Muzzleloading Deer 
Seasons above for restrictions 
during this season. 

From Nov. 15-30, a .22 cal- 
iber or smaller rimfire rifle or 
handgun may be used to kill a 
raccoon while hunting raccoons 
with dogs between the hours of 7 
p.m. and 6 a.m. 

A .22 caliber or smaller rim- 
fire may be used to dispatch coy- 
ote, fox, raccoon, bobcat and 
badger from Nov. 15-30 in the 
Shotgun Zone provided the 
firearm is loaded at the point of 


kill only. 


License Requirements - 

Those taking or attempt- 
ing to take game and in posses- 
sion of a firearm, crossbow, 
slingshot or bow and arrow 
must have the appropriate 
hunting license with them and 
the identification used to pur- 
chase that license and exhibit 
both upon demand of a Michi- 
gan conservation officer, a tribal 
conservation officer or any 
other law enforcement officer. 
Those using a crossbow must 
obtain a free crossbow stamp 
annually. 

A hunting license is not re- 
quired when target-practicing 
or sighting-in a firearm at an 
identifiable, artificially con- 
structed target, and there is no 
attempt to take game. 
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11060 US31, ELK RAPIDS, MI 
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Buy it all with 648’ on Black River for $349,000, or you can buy the 
Guest home on 414’ for $129,000 or buy the nearly new custom Barna 
# Log home with 234’ for $249,000. Immaculate properties with out- 
standing locale near Black Lake. Call & ask for audrey or Joel to tour! 


WATER & DIRT! 
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that make these a lot you want to own! Easy LC terms! $110,000 to $129,000. Back parcels available for additional garage 


and storage. 


¢ Paved road, electricity & driveway on all-sports Wildwood Lake just off I-75. Wow! Only $19999. MLS 27264 
* Nice building site has 10 acres close to Mackinaw. Snowmobile & hunt from your front door! $39,900. MLS 261100 


See full details of this extraordinary 445 acres that is recreational par- | 
adise in the featured property article on pg. 26. Men, women or chil- 
dren would love this nature inhabited parcel. ideal as a hunting camp, 
family compound, or for the one lucky indivisual who can own it them- 


selves. 


Must be accompanied by agent! 
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Must see to grasp the magnitude of this amazing property. 
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10667 N. Straits Hwy. Cheboygan, MI 49721 
231-420-0231(Audrey) OR 231-420-1804 (Joel) See all our listings 24/7 @ 
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BAG YOUR BARGAINS HERE! 


Milk, Bread, Eggs, Pop, Chips, Snacks, Coffee & More 


12 OZ. 
COFFEE 


DARK 
ROAST, iy 
REGULAR, os 


* Gaylord BP ¢ Grayling Marathon 
OR DECAF 


¢ Gaylord Chalet Marathon ¢ Kalkaska Marathon 
¢ S&K Quick Lube * Lewiston Marathon 
¢ Southend Marathon ¢ Boyne City Marathon 3 wile R 
é ist present coupon. 
* Hilltop BP * Petoskey Marathon MARATHON — Expires 12/31/11. Limit 1 per customer. 
—z 


Kerosene available at Gaylord BP * Clare Marathon 
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502 S. Otsego Ave. « Gaylord + 989-732-6014 GBaeaz 


Great Atmosphere with down home cooking 
- Breakfast Anytime - 
a ~ Take out Available - 
(/ Hilltop Restatirant s “Best Ribs in the North” 
' Great Wet Burritos 
Grilled Chicken - Liver & Onions 
Grilled Fish 


, Salad, potatoes, vegetables & 
900 West Marlette Road at Hilltop 6P dinner roll with every dinner 


989-731-6282 


Sun. - Thurs.: Gam - 8pm, Friday & Saturday: Gam - 9pm 


